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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND 

Through the I-375 Reconnecting Communities Project, MDOT plans to convert the 
depressed I-375 freeway in Detroit to a street-level boulevard. The project provides 
a solution that considers safety, connectivity, and operations while addressing 
existing and future transportation needs for all users. Construction is currently 
planned to start in 2025. 

The environmental engagement phase of the project started in 2017 and concluded 
with the public hearing for the Environmental Assessment in January 2021. 
Throughout that time, the project team hosted four public meetings, seven local 
and government advisory committee meetings, 12 workshops with the City of 
Detroit, and over 70 engagements with 25 different stakeholders. Through that 
engagement process, the Selected Alternative was identified. The Selected 
Alternative will replace I-375 with a six-lane boulevard at the current city street level 
from I-75 to Jefferson Avenue and transition to a four-lane boulevard from Jefferson 
Avenue to Atwater Street. The existing I-75/I-375 interchange would be rebuilt with 
a smaller footprint and enhanced connectivity. 

The Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI), the final National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) decision document required to move forward with the I-375 
project, was completed by March 2022.  

MDOT, in partnership with the City of Detroit, kicked off the project design phase in 
September 2022. The project's local and government advisory committees were 
first gathered in December 2022. The local advisory committee—composed of a 
resident group and a stakeholder group—convenes monthly, and the government 
advisory committee meets quarterly. The project will continue public engagement 
through the project’s design and construction phases. During the current design 
phase, outreach is being accomplished through multiple means: public meetings 
and community pop-up events, local and government advisory committee 
meetings, and five communication channels available to the public. These channels 
include the project phone number, website, email, and online comment forms.  

1.2 PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARY 

This report summarizes the Michigan Department of Transportation’s (MDOT) 
second public meeting and virtual on-demand event of the early design phase of 
the I-375 Reconnecting Communities Project. 
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To encourage public participation, MDOT held an in-person, open house public 
meeting at Eastern Market in Shed 3 on August 9, 2023 and opened an on-demand 
virtual meeting available from August 9, 2023 to August 30, 2023. This provided 
multiple ways for the public to learn about and comment on the project. 

Promotion for the event included press releases, stakeholder outreach, social 
media posts, and a postcard mailing to every address within a half-mile of the 
project area (over 13,000 addresses). MDOT used the project website for updates 
and project materials and the Public Involvement Management Application (PIMA) 
for online comments, hosting an on-demand virtual meeting, and distributing 
project notifications. 

The live open house meeting started with a pre-recorded, narrated presentation 
video with closed captions. This presentation was created to:  

 Provide orientation to open house exhibit stations. 
 Review the project timeline, limits, and purpose. 
 Provide background and updates on the new 375 boulevard design. 
 Review recent project updates and engagement to date.  
 Present next steps for the project as it continues through early design. 
 Highlight the available resources for further project information and feedback. 

This video presentation also comprised the content of the on-demand meeting and 
was paired with a comment field for attendees to submit a response. See Appendix 
B to review images of the Presentation and read the Presentation Narration 
Transcript. 

After viewing the presentation, attendees visited five open house stations with 
project exhibit boards which covered:  

 Project Overview 
 Project Area History  
 Design and Mobility 
 Small and Disadvantaged Business Enterprise and Workforce Development 

Updates 
 Aesthetics, Community Enhancements, and Framework Plan 

For more detail on the topics covered in the project boards, see Public Meeting 
Materials. To view the project boards, see Project Boards in Appendix B.  

The Aesthetics, Community Enhancements, and Framework Plan station featured 
another means of collecting public feedback employed at the open house: an 
aesthetic streetscape alternative survey used to gauge the public’s preferred 

https://www.michigan.gov/i375
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streetscape alternative out of three alternatives presented along with varying 
aesthetic elements and characteristics. This includes lamp posts, planters, benches, 
concrete, median planters, paving, and monuments. The survey’s results and 
analyses are summarized in section 4.1. 

Attendees were supplied with a combined checklist-comment form that allowed 
them to mark their progress through the open house stations and make note of 
their responses to the information at each station. Attendees were encouraged to 
either return these checklist-comment forms to the project team if they desired to 
submit them as public comments, or to keep the checklist and submit comments 
through a standard written comment form.  

Additionally, the project team developed a printed project guide that contained 
project background information, the benefits of the project, MDOT's commitment 
to the community, information on the project location's history, the areas where 
the project is focused on equitable outcomes, past and current engagement, and 
other relevant project information for review. The project guide was provided to 
inform the public about project elements and the previous engagement and 
outreach the project has facilitated up to now. See Appendix B to review the Project 
Guide. 

Another medium of information presentation and feedback was a series of project 
maps showing the proposed corridor design. Three of these maps were presented 
as large format roll plots to which attendees added post-it notes with their 
comments on aspects of the design and potential community enhancements. Three 
additional “roll plots” detailing each of the streetscape alternative concepts and 
elements south of Gratiot Avenue were also displayed for attendees to comment 
on and add post-it notes to share their feedback. 

After reviewing project information, open house stations, and talking to project 
members, attendees were given an optional survey to complete before leaving the 
open house. The survey collected information related to attendees’ experiences at 
the open house, how they felt about the individual stations, and feedback to 
improve future public meetings. The survey was completed by 29 attendees and 
the results can be viewed in Appendix B: Public Meeting Materials. 

Overall, this public engagement period garnered 107 written responses from in-
person and on-demand meeting comments, comments on roll plots, and the online 
comment form. To see a breakdown of these comments, see Table 5.1. The 
predominant themes in these comments were: reducing the lane count of the 
corridor, concerns about pedestrian and cyclist safety, post-COVID traffic counts, 
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and increasing green space and reducing the prevalence of concrete throughout 
the corridor.  

2 PUBLIC AND VIRTUAL MEETING DETAILS 

A total of 150 community stakeholders attended the in-person open house and 
nine community stakeholders attended the on-demand meeting. A total of 93 in-
person meeting attendees (62%) filled out the Title VI survey. See Table 2.1 below 
for meeting details and Appendix B for the collected Sign-In Sheets and Title VI 
Surveys.  

Table 2.1 Meeting Details 

STAKEHOLDER 
GROUP/DATE 

TIME LOCATION ATTENDEES 

All stakeholders 
Wednesday, August 9, 2023 

4 – 7 p.m. 
Eastern Market, Shed 3 
296 Adelaide Street 
Detroit, MI 48207 

150 

All stakeholders 
Wednesday, August 9 – 
Wednesday, August 23, 2023 

N/A PIMA website 9 

3 NOTIFICATION PROCESS 

MDOT used traditional and online means of inviting the public to participate in both 
formats of the public meetings. These methods are listed in the table below. 

Table 3.1 Methods of Notification 

MEDIUM SUMMARY OF COMMUNICATIONS 

Postcard Mailing 
A postcard with the public meeting information was distributed 
to addresses in a 1/2-mile radius of the project corridor, totaling 
over 13,000 addresses.  

Media Advisories/ 
Press Releases 

MDOT sent out a press release nine days in advance of the 
meeting date to inform the media and public of the event. 

Project Website The project website included meeting details. 

Email Outreach 

The project team followed up with key stakeholders in the 
community to send out an electronic version of the postcard 
through e-mail. In addition, the City of Detroit sent out the open 
house invitation to their email lists.  

To see the notification materials, see Appendix A: Meeting Notifications. 
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3.1 EARNED MEDIA PROMOTION 

This public meeting garnered a robust amount of earned media coverage preceding 
the August 9th open house. There were five articles and promotional social media 
posts released before the meetings, they are listed in the table below. 

 

Table 3.2 List of Earned Media Coverage 

MEDIA 
OUTLET 

RELEASE 
DATE 

LINK TO COVERAGE 

MDOT 7/31/23 

 

MLive.com 8/2/23 
How Michiganders can be part of replacing I-375 in Detroit 
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2023/08/how-
michiganders-can-be-part-of-replacing-i-375-in-detroit.html 

City of 
Detroit 
Planning & 
Development 
Department 

8/2/23 

 

https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2023/08/how-michiganders-can-be-part-of-replacing-i-375-in-detroit.html
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2023/08/how-michiganders-can-be-part-of-replacing-i-375-in-detroit.html


I-375 Reconnecting Communities Project 
Second Public Open House Meeting Summary  (Version 0.1 – August 2023)  

6 

City of 
Detroit 
Planning & 
Development 
Department 

8/8/23 

 

Detroit 
Greenways 
Coalition 

8/9/23 
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4 PUBLIC MEETING MATERIALS 

The purpose of the public and virtual meetings was to provide an overview of 
recent project updates, solicit feedback from the public on early design elements, 
and present aesthetic streetscape alternatives for the public to review. The 
materials were used to inform the public about the past, present, and future of the 
project process. The table below details what and where materials were used. See 
Appendix B: Public Meeting Materials to view the materials. 

Table 4.1 List of Public Meeting Materials 

MATERIALS PLACEMENT/USE 

PowerPoint Presentation 
(Narrated and closed-captioned) 

Open house meeting for 
orientation 
On-demand meeting 

Project Boards 
Project Overview station 
 Timeline 
 Project Limits 
Design and Mobility 
 Key Routes and Navigating the New Boulevard  
 Corridor Safety Improvements 
Aesthetics, Community Enhancements, and Framework Plan 
 Community Enhancements and Framework Plan Timeline 
 Aesthetic Process 
 Streetscape Alternatives 

 #1 Rectangular Rhythm 
 #2 Arcs of Triumph 
 #3 Circular Reasoning 

 Streetscape Alternative Feedback 
History of the Project Area 
 Hastings Street and Neighborhoods 
 Downtown Detroit Aerial View 
 Historic Demographics 
 Community Amenities 
 Business and Entertainment 
Small & Disadvantaged Business Enterprise & Workforce 
Development 

Open house meeting 
Project website 
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 Program Planning and MDOT Contracting Process 

Roll Plots/Project Maps 
 Design Alternative Map 
 Streetscape Alternatives 

 #1 Rectangular Rhythm 
 #2 Arcs of Triumph 
 #3 Circular Reasoning 

Open house meeting 

Project Guide Open house meeting 

Streetscape Alternative Survey Open house meeting 

Standard Comment Form Open house meeting 

Project Checklist-Comment Form Open house meeting 

Check-Out Survey Open house meeting 

(General) Online Comment Form Project website 

On-Demand Meeting Comment Form On-demand meeting 

4.1 AESTHETIC STREETSCAPE CONCEPTS SURVEY 

Attendees at the public meeting were engaged in an aesthetic streetscape survey to 
share their preferences for each of the three streetscape alternatives shown. The 
new 375 boulevard includes 10-foot-wide sidewalks, a 10-foot-wide cycle track, a 
12-foot-wide landscape buffer, multiple 11-foot-wide lanes, and a 20-foot-wide 
median. The project team asked the public to review the streetscape alternatives 
and note elements they like or dislike such as the lamp post styles, concrete, 
planters, benches, monuments, and raised median planters. Attendees were able 
to share their preferences through a written or virtual survey. 

The variations included in the streetscape alternatives are listed below.  

• Streetscape Alternative #1: Rectangular Rhythm 
o Rectangular planters located on the west side 
o Comerica light fixtures 
o Colored concrete or bands of colored concrete in the median 
o Wood and steel benches 
o Monument included in the median 

 
• Streetscape Alternative #2: Arcs of Triumph 
o Arc-shaped planters located on the west side 
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o High mast Holophane light fixtures 
o Colored concrete in the median, arc-shaped colored concrete at some locations 
o Wood and steel benches 
o No monument included 

 
• Streetscape Alternative #3: Circular Reasoning 
o Circular planters located on the west side 
o Comerica light fixtures 
o Colored and stamped concrete in the median 
o Circular wooden and steel benches 
o No monument included 

Two options for raised median planters were shown to the public for them to share 
their preference. The options were: 

• The planter is the full width of the median with no additional paving/curb or 
• The planter is smaller than the full median width and has paving on the outside 

edges of the planters 

To review the Streetscape Alternatives, see Appendix B: Public Meeting Materials or 
the project website. 

The project team received a total of 34 completed surveys, 30 from the in-person 
open house and 4 from the virtual meeting. Based on the completed surveys, 
Alternative #3 was preferred overall by respondents with 35% of the votes, followed 
by Alternative #2 (32%), and Alternative #1 (21%). 4 respondents noted that they 
did not like any of the streetscape alternatives. 

The streetscape alternative roll plots detailing the streetscape elements and 
characteristics accumulated 23 comments from attendees surrounding topics such 
as pedestrian safety, the width of the new 375 boulevard, and the amount of 
concrete prevalent in the design. Additional survey results can be found in the table 
below. 

Table 4.2 Aesthetic Streetscape Concepts Survey Results 

AESTHETIC EXAMPLES OPTIONS PUBLIC PREFERENCE 

Lamp Post 
• Comerica Style Fixture 
• High Mast Holophane Fixture 

Comerica Style Fixture 
(62%) 

Concrete 
• Geometric stamped colored 

concrete pavement insets 

Geometric stamped 
colored concrete 
pavement insets (38%) 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/projects-studies/special-construction/i-375-reconnecting-communities-project
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AESTHETIC EXAMPLES OPTIONS PUBLIC PREFERENCE 

• Arc-shaped color concrete 
pavement insets 

• Rectangular color concrete 
bands  

Planter 
• Arced planters 
• Round planters 
• Rectangular planters 

Arced planters (38%) 

Bench 
• Circular wood and steel 

benches 
• Wood and steel benches 

Circular wood and steel 
benches (56%) 

Monument 

• Monument included in the 
median 

• No monument included in 
the median 

No monument included 
(44%) 

Raised Planter in 
Median 

• The planter is smaller than 
the full median width 

• The planter is the full width 
of the median 

The planter is smaller than 
the full median width 
(44%) 

5 PUBLIC MEETING COMMENTS 

There were 107 written comments submitted either at the open house or online 
between August 9 and August 23, 2023. The respective sources of this feedback and 
their volumes are summarized in the table below. 

Table 5.1 Public Feedback 

SOURCE PARTICIPANTS 

Open House Standard Comment Form 1 

Open House Checklist-Comment Form 20 

Open House Roll Plots 

77 Total: 
Streetscape Alternatives: 23 
Design and Mobility: 41 
Community Enhancements: 13 

On-Demand Meeting Comments 2 

Online Comment Form 7 
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TOTAL 107 

The main themes expressed through comment cards and online comments were: 

1. The project design is too wide, reduce the number of lanes. 
2. This design prioritizes cars and vehicular traffic, not pedestrians and cyclists. 
3. The design has too much concrete, there should be more green space. 
4. This design is dangerous and unsafe for pedestrians. 
5. Concerns about connectivity throughout the corridor post-construction. 
6. Reevaluate corridor traffic analyses using post-COVID traffic data. 
7. Include protected bike lanes throughout the entire corridor. 
8. Dislike of the open house/strolling meeting format. 
9. Concerns about traffic impacts on residents and businesses during 

construction. 

The main themes expressed in comments on the roll plots were: 

1. This design will not create a sense of place or community for residents.  
2. Concerns about the safety of double-turn lanes/pockets. 
3. Focus on stormwater management within the corridor. 
4. Reevaluate corridor traffic analyses using post-COVID traffic data. 
5. Availability of excess property for the community and black businesses. 
6. The project design is too wide, reduce the number of lanes. 
7. Concerns about pedestrian safety, the design should prioritize pedestrians. 
8. More green space should be present throughout the corridor. 
9. The pedestrian islands and medians should be wider to increase safety. 

To review all written public meeting comments, see Appendix C: Comments. 

6 NEXT STEPS 

The August Public Meeting was a valuable opportunity for community members to 
learn about recent project updates, provide feedback and input on aesthetic 
streetscape alternatives, and engage in meaningful discussions with project team 
members. The project team will carefully review comments and questions and draft 
responses, as well as the streetscape alternative survey results, and incorporate 
them into the Aesthetic Design Guide that will be presented to the public once 
finished. MDOT is committed to administering a project that aligns with the 
community’s vision and reflects the diverse perspectives and needs of the 
community. 
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There will be many opportunities for the public to stay engaged with the project 
team through neighborhood listening sessions, future public meetings, and other 
public forums in the coming months. Project information is posted on the project 
website, Michigan.gov/I375. 

MDOT values community input and meaningful engagement is an important part of 
the process. All future engagement will be widely publicized, and the project team 
encourages all community members to participate and offer their input. 

http://www.michigan.gov/I375
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PRESENTATION NARRATION TRANSCRIPT 

Slide 1: Title Slide 

Good evening. Welcome to the Michigan Department of Transportation I-375 
Reconnecting Communities Project, August 2023 Open House. 

This open house will provide you with the latest project information on the project 
and updates since the meeting that was held in April 2023. 

You will also have the chance to share your input today on project elements such as 
concepts for the visual characteristics of the streetscape that will be worked into 
the aesthetics guide for the project. Your opinions are greatly appreciated.  

Thank you for your attendance and we look forward to talking to you throughout 
the evening. 

Slide 2: Agenda 

Throughout this short presentation, we will cover a project overview which includes 
the project timeline, project purpose, project features, history on the project area, 
and the project equity focus. We will then provide some background and updates 
on the new 375 boulevard design including past environmental coordination that 
led to the current design, changes, safety additions to the corridor, and then we will 
share some recent updates, and next steps for the project. 

Slide 3: Open House Overview 

There are six project stations for you to visit today. You are currently at the project 
overview station. 

Please be sure to visit every station and turn in any comments you have for the 
project team at the end. 

Project team members will be available at every station to address any questions or 
concerns. 

The five additional stations for attendees to visit after this presentation are: 

The Project Area History Overview Station, where city of Detroit historian Jamon 
Jordan will review historic images, maps, and information about the Black Bottom 
and Paradise Valley neighborhoods that were destroyed during the I-375 freeway 
construction. 

The Design and Mobility Station, where project team members can review the new 
375 boulevard design with you and answer any questions. Team members will 
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review key routes to navigate the new 375 boulevard and share the safety 
measures taken to ensure the safety of all modes of transportation.  

The Disadvantaged Business Enterprise and Workforce Development Update 
Station, where the project team will recap recent DBE and Workforce Development 
engagement that has been done to date and share future opportunities to engage 
with the project. 

The Aesthetics, Community Enhancements, and Framework Plan Station, where the 
project team will present three streetscape alternatives for you to review and share 
your input on. There are printed and virtual surveys available for you to provide 
your input into the aesthetics process. The community enhancements plan and 
framework plan have not started yet but team members are available to answer 
any questions and provide a timeline of when future engagement will occur.  

And Check-out, please don't forget to check out at the final station where you will 
turn in your checklist with any notes or comments you have for the project team, 
any additional questions or comments can be placed into the comment box. Please 
be sure to complete the exit survey about your experience here today! 

Slide 4: Project Overview 

In the next section, we will go through a project overview. 

Slide 5: Project Timeline 

From 2017 to 2022, the project was in the environmental phase. A Finding of No 
Significant Impact environmental document was received in March 2022. 

Early design for the project began in 2022 and is estimated to be completed in 
2024, when final design begins. After final design is completed in 2025, construction 
will begin and last through 2028. 

Early design is 30% completion and that defines alignment of road and footprint of 
impacts. The final design is refining early design and including all details such as 3D 
modeling, final grading, traffic operations during construction, traffic signals, 
pavement marking, signage, and utilities. 

Public engagement activities for the design phase started in 2022 and will continue 
through construction completion in 2028.  

Slide 6: Project Purpose 

Since the freeway was built nearly 60 years ago, there are deteriorating bridge and 
pavement conditions. 
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There are several curves along I-75 and I-375 that have frequent crashes and an 
outdated design. Connectivity, both vehicular and non-motorized, is lacking and can 
be confusing in getting into and out of area.  

The I-375 Reconnecting Communities Project will replace the outdated freeway and 
deteriorating roadways and structures while improving safety and connectivity and 
supporting economic development and placemaking opportunities. 

The project will deliver a solution that considers safety, operations, pedestrian 
connectivity, and access to downtown destinations for motorized and non-
motorized travelers.  

Additionally, the project will address historic environmental justice and social equity 
concerns, develop a community enhancement plan that honors the history and 
supports the current needs of the project area, and advance a program focusing on 
workforce development and supporting small and minority-owned businesses.  

MDOT recently updated their mission statement. The mission is to serve and 
connect people, communities, and the economy through transportation. 

Slide 7: Project Features 

Project limits include I-375 from the Detroit River to the I-75 Interchange, I-75 from 
John R Street to Mack Avenue, and Gratiot Avenue from St. Antoine, and to the 
Dequindre Cut.  

The design alternative will strengthen existing and future transportation, 
multimodal personal mobility choices, and roadway safety conditions for all users, 
improve connectivity to surrounding areas for both vehicular and non-motorized 
users, enable future development and other placemaking opportunities with official 
land use and long-term economic development plans, and enhance connections to 
existing and planned transit services and improving community health, equity, and 
safety. 

Slide 8: Project Area History 

During past meetings we have provided a full presentation on the history of the 
project area which included removal of the residential area of Black Bottom and 
thriving entertainment and business district of Paradise Valley.  

The image on the left is an aerial image of Downtown Detroit in 1949. Hastings 
Street is located along the eastern side of downtown from the railroad tracks in 
south to north of Mack Avenue.  



 I-375 Reconnecting Communities Project 
Second Public Open House Meeting Summary  (Version 0.1 – August 2023)  

B-72 
 

The image on the right is of downtown from 1961, which illustrates the beginning of 
construction of I-375 from Jefferson Avenue in the south to Gratiot Avenue in the 
north.  

Another area of the Lafayette Park neighborhood is also continuing to be 
developed to the east of the freeway, while the northern part started construction 
in 1956.  

Through this project, MDOT and the Federal Highway Administration have 
acknowledged that the clearing of these historic neighborhoods for urban renewal 
projects, which included the I-375 freeway, disproportionately affected Blacks, low-
income, and minority populations. 

Slide 9: Project Equity Focus 

MDOT is committed to addressing historical environmental justice impacts of the 
original I-375 construction and improving social, environmental, and economic 
equity outcomes through the execution of the I-375 project as articulated through 
the environmental clearance Finding of No Significant Impact statement and the 
associated Green Sheet. The Green Sheet is a summary of design and construction 
commitments for the project based on the environmental analysis. 

There are four areas where the project focuses on equitable outcomes: 

The first is associated with the design to incorporate transportation that works for 
all modes. A majority of this work was completed in the environmental phase when 
extensive traffic analysis was conducted, and multimodal concepts were developed. 
This work will continue as the corridor is finalized in design taking into account 
motorized, non-motorized, and public transportation. 

The second is underway to ensure local, small, and disadvantaged business 
participation and workforce development are a major focus for this project and the 
project team to develop plans and work with other partner agencies to create 
opportunities for local business participation in design and construction. 

The third and fourth are regarding the project improvements and guidelines 
required for advancing social equity and addressing historic environmental 
injustices within the project area. These are outlined in the Finding of No Significant 
Impact. The document includes a commitment to prepare a community 
enhancements plan to guide coordination between MDOT and other partners to 
deliver additional project enhancements to the community. 

MDOT will fund the community enhancements plan from the value of the excess 
property the project creates. Additional funding opportunities such as grants will be 
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explored as the community enhancements plan is created by the local advisory 
committee with public input. 

It will also include the commitment to prepare a framework plan that will include, 
community aspirations for design, acknowledgment of project area history, 
multimodal connectivity, stormwater management, and use of any future excess 
parcels to support city of Detroit priorities. Zoning and design standards for any 
future excess parcels resulting from narrowing the roadway footprint. 

An implementation strategy for MDOT, the city of Detroit, and community partners. 
Development of the community enhancements plan and framework plan will occur 
over this 12-month span. 

Slide 10: Design Background and Updates 

In the next section, we will go through background and updates on the new 375 
boulevard design. 

Slide 11: Past Environmental Coordination 

In 2014, the project's planning and environmental linkages, PEL study was 
conducted, which included community outreach and traffic operations analysis to 
determine the project's purpose and need. 

Between 2014 and 2017, the project team hosted three public meetings, four LAC 
and GAC meetings, and over 10 stakeholder meetings. 

Between 2017 and 2021, the project team met with numerous stakeholders and 
community groups to gain input and feedback from the community and refine the 
selected alternative. 

The project team had a robust stakeholder engagement process during this portion 
of the project hosting four public meetings, seven local and government advisory 
committee meetings, 12 workshops with the city of Detroit, and 70 plus 
engagements with 25 different stakeholders along the corridor, including 
neighborhood associations, businesses, civic stakeholders, faith-based groups, 
educational stakeholders, and others. 

The input and feedback from all these meetings helped to refine the selected 
alternative. 

MDOT continuously heard from the public that the local community prefers the 
replacement of the freeway with a facility that provides greater community 
connectivity and more transportation options and that the project acknowledges 
the destruction that the original construction caused.  
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All changes made to the project, mitigation measures, and community 
enhancements are described in the environmental assessment errata sheets and 
Green Sheet in the Finding of No Significant Impact or FONSI. 

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, NEPA, requires all projects receiving 
federal dollars or approval to be reviewed for environmental impacts. 

No expected significant environmental impacts were found upon the project's 
construction of the selected alternative. 

The FONSI Green Sheet laid the foundation for equitable project delivery in 
response to the public's comments and feedback. 

Slide 12: Environmental Process 

The 2014 PEL study identified six reasonable illustrative alternatives and two 
reasonable illustrative I-375, I-75 interchange alternatives to be carried forward for 
further evaluation in the environmental assessment. 

During the environmental assessment, the illustrative alternatives were screened, 
and the process concluded that illustrative alternatives four and five, consisting of 
an at-grade boulevard on either the east or west side of the freeway alignment, and 
illustrative interchange alternative two best met the project purpose and need.  

Through continued public meeting and stakeholder meeting engagement, further 
refinements were made based on the input received during these outreach events 
including added a new north to south local road along the I-375 corridor to each 
practical alternative to increase access, modified the I-75, I-375 interchange to 
improve traffic flow, and realigned the boulevard at the southern end to minimize 
impacts to a church. 

Based on supportive feedback from the public meetings, workshops with the city of 
Detroit, and one-on-one meetings with stakeholders in the project area, practical 
alternative five was carried forward for further evaluation. Stakeholders expressed 
preference for the boulevard to be aligned on the west side of the corridor, to 
create placemaking opportunities and maintain a separation between the central 
business district and neighborhoods to the east. Practical alternative five was also 
found to best accommodate the city's vision for the corridor. 

To reach a recommended preferred alternative, further refinements were made to 
practical alternative five. These refinements were developed through a series of 
meetings with stakeholders, LAC and GAC meetings, and workshops with MDOT, 
the city of Detroit, and the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments. 
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Refinements included: reduction from eight lanes to a six-lane boulevard to better 
fit an urban context and achieve a better experience for non-motorized users, 
added cycle track on the east side of the boulevard to improve access and create 
safer connections for bicycles, extended bicycle lanes along Montcalm Street from 
Brush Street to the Dequindre Cut Greenway, widened sidewalks for pedestrian 
safety and enhance opportunity for urban design, and added pedestrian refuge 
islands to enhance pedestrian safety.  

Intersection refinements included reduced curb radii, pedestrian-crossing islands, 
high-visibility crosswalks, and single-stage pedestrian crossings. 

Stakeholder feedback also resulted in a new interchange layout. The layout, known 
as practical alternative five B, was introduced after stakeholders asked to reduce 
the size of the interchange, enable more economic development, and improve 
connectivity between Gratiot Avenue, Eastern Market, Brush Park, and East 
Lafayette.  

This feedback was critical in getting to a decided upon alternative to move forward 
in the environmental assessment, which went to a public hearing in January 2021. 
Following input and feedback from the public, FHWA signed off on the new 375 
boulevard design we have today. 

Slide 13: Safety Additions to Corridor 

Numerous safety additions have been made to the corridor, to increase the safety 
of both motorized and non-motorized users such as, protected bicycle lanes, 
dedicated left and right turn lanes, 11-foot lanes, raised medians, pedestrian refuge 
islands, advance stop markings, high-visibility crosswalks, and others that decrease 
the crash reduction factor between 12 and 99% throughout the corridor. 

The crash reduction factor, also referred to as CRF, is the percentage crash 
reduction that might be expected after implementing a given countermeasure.  

Please visit the design and mobility station to talk to one of our team members 
about these safety features and additional work that is underway to ensure the 
safety of all users on the new 375 boulevard. 

Slide 14: Corridor Safety Additions 

Numerous safety additions have been made to the corridor to increase the safety 
of both motorized and non-motorized users, some of them are shown here such as 
pedestrian refuge islands, lighting, modern signals, and protected bike lanes. These 
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additions decrease the crash reduction factor between 25 to 45% throughout the 
corridor. 

Slide 15: Corridor Safety Additions 

Additional safety additions are shown here such as high-visibility crosswalks, wide 
sidewalks, landscaped medians, and advance vehicle stop markings. These 
additions decrease the crash reduction factor between 25 and 89% throughout the 
corridor. 

Slide 16: Recent Project Updates 

We will go through more recent project updates in the next section. 

Slide 17: Recent Updates and Work 

The project is currently in early design and the project team has worked to keep the 
project moving through the early design phase while incorporating feedback from 
the monthly Local Advisory Committee meetings, quarterly Government Advisory 
Committee meetings, and the April Public Meeting.  

The design team has collected feedback and input from the local advisory 
committee and public on proposed corridor aesthetics and incorporated it into the 
streetscape alternatives that you'll be viewing and voting on today.  

The Disadvantage Business Enterprise and Workforce Development program is a 
major focus for this project, and the project team hosted the project's first DBE 
industry forum on July 27th to help inform and connect DBEs with upcoming 
opportunities for local business participation in project design and construction.  

Lastly, we've heard your questions about how to navigate the new 375 boulevard 
and what will change. The project team has created route packets detailing how to 
navigate the new configuration and developed route travel times for existing and 
future routes for the public to review on the project website. 

Slide 18: Navigating the Corridor 

Route packets detailing how to navigate the new configuration through various 
route options are available on the project website, please scan the QR code on the 
next slide to view them. 

These route packets provide both existing and various future route options in both 
map form and as listed directions. Please talk to a project team member if you have 
any questions or concerns. 

Slide 19: Navigating the Corridor 
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Route packets detailing how to navigate the new configuration through various 
route options are available on the project website. Please scan the QR code on the 
screen to view them. 

These route packets provide both existing and various future route options that 
could be taken once I-375 is converted from a freeway into an at-grade boulevard.  

The packets also include the distances of existing and future route options. Future 
travel times are also provided for most routes. 

Slide 20: Design Visualization 

This aerial video begins at Mack Avenue going south on I-75 and highlights the new 
interchange configuration where the far-right lane will be used to access the new 
boulevard, while you stay left to stay on I-75 south. The path follows the new 
boulevard down to the Detroit Riverfront. 

As you move south down I-75 from Mack Avenue, there are two new entrance and 
exit ramps on both sides of the freeway. 

Further south is the new Wilkins Street Bridge. The bridge will feature wide 
sidewalks and biking paths for pedestrians. 

After crossing Wilkins Street, as you approach Eastern Market, there is a new 
southbound I-75 exit to the Brush Park area and a new local connection and street 
that connects to Eastern Market. 

Just south of the new local connector will be a new southbound exit to the new 
boulevard, and access to local streets in the central business district. 

As we follow the new southbound exit toward the new 375 boulevard, we approach 
a new signalized intersection leading to the new 375 boulevard with medians in the 
center of the roadway. 

Under this interchange, the new Montcalm Street connection between Eastern 
Market and downtown with sidewalks and bike paths provides a safe and easy 
route for pedestrians to easily go back and forth. 

As we continue toward Gratiot Avenue, the boulevard has four lanes going north 
and south with sidewalks and bike paths going continuously down the boulevard.  

South of Gratiot Avenue, the 375 boulevard switches to three lanes going north.  

South of Monroe Street, the I-375 boulevard switches to three lanes going south.  

With the existing footprint of I-375 being decreased, potential excess property land 
will be available for reuse and the value of that land will go towards community 
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enhancements. This is all the land you see on the left as grass fields that has a 
hatching marking over it. 

As you can see, the new 375 boulevard features new signalized intersections at 
Gratiot Avenue, Clinton Street, Monroe Street, East Lafayette Street, Larned Street, 
and East Jefferson as you continue south. 

The wide sidewalks and medians are currently shown with few pedestrian 
streetscape features, these will be developed as part of the current engagement on 
the corridor aesthetics guide. 

The boulevard reduces to two lanes in each direction south of East Jefferson. 

As you approach the end of the boulevard, you approach the Detroit Riverfront, a 
new connection that is created. 

Slide 21: Next Steps 

The next slides will look forward at what is coming up on the project. 

Slide 22: Upcoming Schedule 

Procurement of the final design team will begin this summer and continue through 
early 2024. 

Final design will begin in early 2024 when the team is on board and include detailed 
plans and final engineering including traffic operations during construction. We will 
engage stakeholders and the public in traffic operations during construction 
conversations during mid to late 2024. 

Conversations around aesthetic design guides started in February 2023 and will last 
until November 2023 when the aesthetic guide will be finalized. 

The work underway with disadvantaged businesses and to incorporate workforce 
development on the project is underway and will continue through project 
completion. 

Conversations surrounding the framework plan and community enhancements 
plan begin this fall of 2023 and will continue through the end of 2024 for the 
creation of those plans. The conversations will be ongoing throughout the lifecycle 
of the project. 

The project team will also be planning an additional 2023 public meeting to be held 
later this year, and several public meetings in 2024. 

Slide 23: Public Engagement and Stakeholder Outreach 
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The project team is continuously gathering input from community members and 
stakeholders through meetings and comment forms.  

The project is currently in early design and is going through robust engagement 
with residents, stakeholders, and community members in the project area.  

Public Meetings such as this one are a great opportunity for members of the public 
to share their comments and offer input and feedback for MDOT to consider when 
moving forward with the I-375 Reconnecting Communities Project. 

The project currently has two Local Advisory Committees (Resident and 
Stakeholder) that meet monthly. The LACs are tasked with providing meaningful 
input and ideas on the project's framework plan, community enhancements plan, 
and aesthetic design guide, which then go to the public for input and feedback. 
Additionally, the project has a government advisory committee comprised of 
elected officials and government representatives that meets on a quarterly basis.  

Public input will influence the project design, community enhancements plan, land 
use framework plan, and aesthetic guidelines.  

The project also offers many opportunities for participation through the project 
website, Michigan.gov/i375, the project phone number, 1-800-375-MDOT (6378), 
and the project comment form: bit.ly/I375Comment. Ongoing public outreach and 
stakeholder engagement will continue throughout project construction. 

We encourage you to participate and share feedback with MDOT through the 
project website, project email or phone number, and comment form. 

Slide 24: Stay Engaged 

Please stay engaged with the project team by visiting the project website, 
www.Michigan.gov/I375. Through the project website, you can view the latest 
project information, reports, studies, and meeting summaries, leave a comment for 
the project team, or subscribe to project updates. 

Slide 25: Thank You! 

The I-375 Reconnecting Communities project team thanks you for attending today's 
open house. We've asked you on many occasions to make the I-375 corridor better 
and you've shared your ideas and time along the way. We look forward to 
continuing to work with you as the project proceeds into design and construction. 
You can also reach out to the project team via email at MDOT-I-
375corridor@michigan.gov. This concludes our presentation, be sure to visit the 



 I-375 Reconnecting Communities Project 
Second Public Open House Meeting Summary  (Version 0.1 – August 2023)  

B-80 
 

rest of the open house stations and please let a project team member know if you 
have any questions or need any assistance. Thank you!  
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PROJECT BOARDS 
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PROJECT GUIDE 
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PROJECT ROLL PLOTS/MAPS 
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APPENDIX C: COMMENTS 
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OPEN HOUSE STANDARD COMMENT FORM 

COMMENT ZIP CODE 

Blvd too wide for progressive urban context. Service Dr. next to Supino Pizza 
– WAY TOO WIDE, the space between Service Dr. and Montcalm (or whatever 
the street will be called in front of Magee’s) is VERY important to link the 
shed area of the Market to the southern terminal of the market (Gratiot 
central Market). This area should have narrow streets that mimic others like 
Division, Adelaide, etc. so that pedestrians can easily move throughout the 
entire market. From Gratiot Central Market  Thomas Magee’s  Supino  
Sheds, should be seamless Market area, so that you never would’ve known 
there was a barrier (Gratiot Connector) for decades. 
Rather than putting a new, disruptive Gratiot Connector, we should route 
Gratiot traffic outside of the Market area. Bringing in multiple lanes of traffic 
into the heart of the new Market area is a devastating idea for the robust 
farmer’s market district. 
I would also like to see the protected bike lanes to be more of a greenway as 
much as possible, especially up towards the new developable land between 
75 and Crain’s, toward the Market. Bike lanes, as shown, are adequate, but 
let’s make this special! 

N/A 
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OPEN HOUSE CHECKLIST-COMMENT FORM 

COMMENT ZIP CODE 

Need better engagement and actual meeting, speaking through domains, 
what is known, unknown, plans to resolve. Community and business impact 
tracking and remediation during project. Very disengaging on what could 
have a good outcome in a novel project. 

48201 

I’d like to know the specific amounts being spent or funded by I-375 project. 
How much money is the City of Detroit expected to contribute to the 
project? And what is the specific revenue streams that are coming from the 
federal government? And the state government? 

48234 

The current plan is not sufficient, still too car centric. 
• Reduce lanes further based on post-covid traffic data. 
• Median is not necessary if speeds are 35 mph. 
• Raise pedestrian crossing grade. Protected bike lanes on both sides make 

drivers more aware by requiring that the pay attention to the road and 
pedestrians. 

• Current bidirectional bike lane, if kept, should not be impeded (bike 
bridge/underpass), right turns will be dangerous even with smart lights, 
vehicle will not be able to see biker in time. 

The road should be crossable in one segment. Having a two point cross 
exposes the pedestrian to more possible fatalities. In the current state, the 
new boulevard will still be just a method to get on the highway. 

48030 

STOP trying to solve I-375 project with car centric solutions. So far this design 
will Not tackle climate change and will NOT improve Detroiters’ lives in any 
way. 

48210 

Will there be as much engagement regarding resident impacts and 
maintenance of traffic during construction? I’ve been to several meetings 
and resident/business impacts have NOT been addressed in any form. 
Project overview did not show plans for Northbound from River. Why are we 
directed to project website and provided with a QR code for the info that 
impacts residents MOST? 

48207 

Please consider an updated traffic study that accounts for new projections 
for downtown – office use is projected to be much lower, residential use 
much higher. There are too many lanes. Please engage more thoughtful 
urban design in the streetscape development – these designs will not create 
a sense of place.  
The design of this project does not “reconnect” communities – the new 
roadways are new barriers because of their width design. 

48207 
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COMMENT ZIP CODE 

I can’t wait! Open House was great – very informative 48214 

Less concrete to Greektown. More space for greenspaces, commercial and 
residential spaces/stormwater mitigation. 

48213 

How are community members not ALSO “stakeholders”? 48207 

Some directional markers showing the flow of the stations I need to visit 
would have been helpful. Otherwise, presentation is good.  

48207 

Road is too wide. Reduce one lane in each direction. 48202 

1. Dual right hand turns are a TERRIBLE idea – it will double the number of 
opportunities for people biking and walking to be hit! 

2. Seven lanes (three in each direction, plus turn lane) is TOO MUCH. I would 
love to see the data justifying this type of capacity. It will absolutely make it 
more dangerous for people biking and walking and it continues to divide 
Lafayette Park and neighborhoods east of downtown to downtown. 

3. I’d like to see another traffic study don’t to understand capacity needs in a 
post-pandemic environment. There just aren’t the volumes we used to 
have, and the design should do more to accommodate people who live 
here, not those that drive in 1-2 times/week. 

4. Please share the results of your community feedback sessions! I suspect 
that other people have these similar concerns, and I would love to see 
what others think as well as what MDOT is doing to address these issues! 

48207 

The Lafayette bike lane is not protected! We need consistent protected bike 
lanes. It’s really frustrating to have to use a bike lane in the middle of 
Lafayette in order to get over to the protected bike lane. It can be done! 
Especially if you are focused on equity. 

48214 

• Performative public engagement 
• Project built for trucks, tourists, and non-existent commuters. 
• Obscures major inconveniences for reaching Mack from Lafayette Park and 

Elmwood 

48207 

For local streets, design should consult Streets for People (Official City of 
Detroit policy) 
We want safe streets not speeding streets 

48221 

• More background, data, and path forward on the project 
• Still not clear on the plan for the new available/potential excess properties 

48207 

Can you share the public meeting info from other cities that completed this 
project? 

48207 
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COMMENT ZIP CODE 

The design still feels like a highway. There is enough room to recreate the 
dense modes of culture cuts and entertainment that were destroyed when 
the project was created. Let's make this transformational for future 
generations.   

48207 

• Protected bike lanes - love 'em 
• Need lots of landscaping - Detroit needs more trees 
• I think the circle benches are so so so ugly I am concerned about access 

during construction. Two years is a long time (it'll probably be longer) I 
want to still be able to walk and bike into downtown during construction. 

• I know you're considering the history of Black Bottom and Paradise Valley - 
excellent! Let’s foreground that 

48207 

This is great! A very welcome change to our city and community. The 
forward-thinking towards a more cohesive area for foot and car 
commutes/recreation is something to get very excited about. Thank you!   

48207 
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ON-DEMAND MEETING COMMENTS 

COMMENT ZIP CODE 

I would like more information about the distance between the streets and 
the new bike paths and sidewalks on all routes. I hope that the final design 
includes robust tree plantings in between the new streets and the sidewalks 
and bike paths. This was not shown in the video rendering. The boulevard 
median also show include robust tree planting. I would also encourage the 
use of large tree planting areas, and at a minimum tree planting trenches 
with connected root systems, rather than smaller tree planting pits or wells, 
which reduce lifespan and the likelihood of trees growing to full mature size 
and providing shade and all the additional benefits they can provide. 

48207 

The current design is still too wide south of Gratiot, prioritizing fast 
movement of cars over everything else. 2 lanes in each direction is probably 
sufficient, which would increase developable land and make it much more 
comfortable for pedestrians to cross, creating a stronger connection to 
downtown. Instead of keeping extra lanes that aren't in use 90% of the 
time, I could see using alternate traffic patterns during peak commute times 
or events (like Ann Arbor does after football games) or officers to direct 
traffic into parking garages and lots as effective ways to manage those 
concerns about downtown traffic. It seems like the current design runs the 
risk of just building another Gratiot, which is a miserable place for both 
pedestrians and businesses. 

48207 

ONLINE COMMENT FORM 

MESSAGE ZIP CODE 

Hello- my family visits Canada via the tunnel several times a month coming 
down I 75 south to 375 to Jefferson to tunnel. How is this going to affect us 
and the hundreds of people that do this route daily? Hoping this quick route 
isn’t interrupted. Thank you 

48309 

Your description of the project already shows your bias, that you want to 
replace 375 with this boulevard. 375 is a main hub for people working 
downtown. If you close 375 then what is the alternative? Grand River where 
there are mile long back-ups already every morning? Find a different spot 
for a green way, besides there is hardly any housing in the area that 
families would take advantage of the greenway. 

48183 

Leave i-75 alone 48201 

Please keep the focus on pedestrian safety and design accordingly.  Ideally, 
the design and speed limit would be 25MPH but that is not commonly 

48910 
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MESSAGE ZIP CODE 

found on any state routes.  The road will already have 6 through lanes 
which will allow people to drive as fast as they want in light traffic 
conditions.  The road looks like it is going to be very wide to cross which will 
be less of a barrier than what is there currently, but still a barrier.  Please 
give appropriate time for all pedestrians to cross during the walk signal 
phases and even better, consider having a Leading Pedestrian Interval.  
There are already a lot of places in Detroit where the crossing time is barely 
enough for even young adults without mobility issues.  And please do not 
make pedestrians wait forever to see a walk signal because people will 
assume that they will not get one and cross against the signal.  If this proves 
to be successful, perhaps the same could be done on M-10 south of I-75 
which also cuts downtown off from Corktown. 

Less concrete going to and from Greektown more commercial, residential, 
and green space. 

48213 

The public meetings for the I375 project conducted in April 2023 and the 
one last week on August 9, 2023 were held more like an Expo or job fair. 
Information dumped at several tables for Detroiters to walk up and read 
vague bullet point posters often leaving with more questions than answers. 
After reviewing the FONSI written by the MDOT Director, it is clear that the 
Environmental Assessment was done during the COVID 19 lockdown. This 
conjures skepticism when at that time everyone was told to stay at home 
for their safety from the virus and only 169 people were in attendance in 
the virtual meeting and even fewer at the in-person meeting, specifically 22 
people. How did you reach these people during COVID 19? How did MDOT 
arrive at the Finding of No Significant Impact when the study was done 
during a Global Pandemic? What is a urban type interchange? Where is the 
Green Sheet that shows the guidelines for advancing social equity and why 
aren't these things being discussed at the meetings? The government was 
shutdown during the study and Detroiters deserve to know the plans that 
are happening to their home. A better way to handle this meeting is to have 
an actual meeting. A program manager, coordinator, or knowledgeable 
MDOT representative speaking to public, not giving them surveys to pick 
out which trees they want. Inform them of what is actually happening and 
what stage of the project we are in.  Also at the meeting it appears MDOT is 
expanding its reach to more than just I-375. There is now the I-94 
Modernization Project and Gratiot Project. How will these other projects 
impact the community? There is movement to change the roads where if 
left unchecked, it could cause negative economic impact making longer 
trips for residents to get to their homes, burning more gas and a hit to the 
pocketbook with rising prices. There are several exits already blocked 

48207 
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MESSAGE ZIP CODE 

redirecting Detroiters. Due to the projects affecting the mobility of people 
who remain here, after the destruction of Black Bottom, project leaders 
should have learned from history to properly engage with the community 
as they do in their own office meetings. 

With all of the stories that are in the media about light pollution, I find it 
disappointing that new projects do not seem to try to ameliorate the issue.  
It seemed like every option offered in this plan projects light into the sky.  Is 
this not a priority? I understand a desire for nostalgic light poles, but there 
is also a nostalgia for starlight.  It would be nice if some projects started in 
that direction. 

48207 
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OPEN HOUSE ROLL PLOTS  

ROLL PLOT COMMENT 

Alternative #1 More plants 

Alternative #1 

Way finder signs?  

• Bicycles 
• Pedestrians 
• Integration with waze or google maps 

Alternative #1 Who wants to sit on benches next to traffic coming off the freeway?  

Alternative #1 Who wants to sit so close to the back of a parking deck? 

Alternative #1 No monument please 

Alternative #1 
Not sure what value the "monuments" add?  Will local artists be 
commissioned to design them? 

Alternative #1 
Will the planters have irrigation systems? Is there going to be an 
agreement to maintain them? 

Alternative #1 Aesthetics don’t matter if this road is unsafe for pedestrians  

Alternative #1 This is too tiny to feel safe as a pedestrian. Large median/island.  

Alternative #1 Larger median 

Alternative #1 Width of the street is hostile to pedestrians 

Alternative #1 Make sure there is enough pedestrian traffic to prevent bottleneck 

Alternative #1 This is rather male-oriented 

Alternative #2 
Please plant trees between bicycles and pedestrians so that both are 
shaded. 

Alternative #2 This design does not create any sense of place at all. It might as well be a 
freeway. 

Alternative #2 This is hostile to pedestrians - way too many traffic lanes! 

Alternative #2 No need for 9 lanes, 7 max 
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Alternative #2 What is the Triumph? It makes no sense. 

Alternative #3 Like the circular planter design, it’s the best option of the 3 

Alternative #3 This width will make it too hard to ever build a sense of place. 

Alternative #3 Way too much concrete in the streetscape. 

Alternative #3 Green space 

Alternative #3 This is rearranging deck chairs on the titanic - the real issue of concern is 
too much pavement. 

Design and 
Mobility 

More potential excess property for the community and black ownership 

Design and 
Mobility 

This still has a highway feel which seems to defeat the purpose of the 
project 

Design and 
Mobility 

Make more pedestrian-focused 
Reduce lanes, force people to slow down 
Raise grade where pedestrians cross 

Need unimpeded bike lanes, right turns can be dangerous because 
vision is limited in current method 

Design and 
Mobility 

Crosswalks at corner not recessed (less visibility) 

Design and 
Mobility 

Make green spaces accessible 

Design and 
Mobility 

Landscape between bikes and pedestrians along boulevard 

Design and 
Mobility 

No more/new traffic on Lafayette! Send it to E. Jefferson, Lafayette is 
residential 

Design and 
Mobility 

No reason for this many lanes south of Lafayette 

Design and 
Mobility 

Concern about number of lanes, crossings will be even more distance 
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Design and 
Mobility 

Why prioritize automobile throughout here at the expense of local 
Detroiters living in Downtown, Lafayette Park, etc.? There needs to be 
less lanes here. A pedestrian refuge is not enough 

Design and 
Mobility 

No access via Larned 

Design and 
Mobility 

Green spaces with trees and parks 

Design and 
Mobility 

Way too many lanes on I-375! 

Design and 
Mobility 

Less lanes for vehicle traffic and more buildable space for small business 
ownership and wealth-building 

Design and 
Mobility 

We need a new traffic study! 

Design and 
Mobility 

Fewer lanes needed south of Lafayette – only Blue Cross and they have 
their turn lane out 

Design and 
Mobility 

Desolate sea of concrete 

Design and 
Mobility 

Widen the boulevard in between the northbound and southbound 
“boulevard” lanes 

Design and 
Mobility 

Update map to reflect greenway limits from the City of Detroit 

Design and 
Mobility 

KAPS – 60 to 70 trucks per day, loading dock off Maple 

Design and 
Mobility 

Please reconsider the double right turn pockets at Lafayette, Larned, and 
Jefferson. Consult Streets for People 

Design and 
Mobility 

Consider impact of closing Chestnut and Orleans crossing will help 

Design and 
Mobility 

Consider bike path on south side of Montcalm. Why on North currently? 
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Design and 
Mobility 

Gratiot – Consider tighter radii at westbound to northbound turn 

Design and 
Mobility 

Design of area does not match speed of traffic 

Design and 
Mobility 

Why are we designing this road to pre-covid traffic counts?! 

Design and 
Mobility 

Reduce the number of lanes, this design is still not walkable nor bikeable. 
Add a transit only lane on Gratiot Ave. It looks like a strode, why? 

Design and 
Mobility 

Curve the bike lane around the intersection to protect and allow bikes to 
turn left 

Design and 
Mobility 

Halt majority vehicle traffic at 75 off ramp – employ last mile solutions 

Design and 
Mobility 

Too many lanes on Gratiot connector. Too important for Eastern Market 
pedestrians 

Design and 
Mobility 

This lane is so wide and not pedestrian-friendly! What type of 
development will this invite? 

Design and 
Mobility 

This intersection is car-oriented, need to consider pedestrians and bikes. 
Reroute fifth intersection leg to Wilkins/Mack  

Design and 
Mobility 

Consider bike lanes across the new local connector 

Design and 
Mobility 

Why is the new *progressive* boulevard wider than Woodward? 

Design and 
Mobility 

Compare Woodward traffic counts to new boulevard – why is this so 
wide? Research traffic speeds based on road width. 

Design and 
Mobility 

Nothing has changed since the last public meeting :( 

Design and 
Mobility 

Mack left to North I-75, remove part of island to make it easier for 2 
lanes to turn left. 

Design and 
Mobility 

Prioritizes trucks 
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Design and 
Mobility 

More walkable 

Design and 
Mobility 

TOO WIDE 108’ - wider than Gratiot 

Design and 
Mobility 

Can’t access Mack from Jefferson, Lafayette, or Larned 

Community 
Enhancements 

My concern is how property will be zoned. How the taken land will be 
shared with the city, state, and the district 

Community 
Enhancements 

Parcels should not be reserved for industrial use or surface parking - 
focus on density for multi-use buildings 

Community 
Enhancements 

Pedestrian unfriendly  

Community 
Enhancements 

Fewer left turn lanes going east 

Community 
Enhancements 

I-375 Road is too wide – too many lanes! 

Community 
Enhancements 

Use traffic numbers from post-covid 

Community 
Enhancements 

We need a new traffic study! 

Community 
Enhancements 

Concern: Extra property goes to developers to get wealthy off of. Should 
go back to original owners and families! 

Community 
Enhancements 

No right turn on red at Gratiot and Boulevard to protect pedestrians and 
cyclists 

Community 
Enhancements 

Any new development should be set to a high urban design standard. 
Density and aesthetics. 

Community 
Enhancements 

We need more trees and stormwater management incorporated. 

Community 
Enhancements 

Prioritizes trucks over people 
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Community 
Enhancements 

Bike lanes at Fisher crossing I-75 into Brush Park 
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